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Saudabayev Talks with Leaders Ahead of UN General Assembly Session
The Kazakh delegation headed by Secretary of State and Foreign Minister, the OSCE Chairman-in-Office Kanat Saudabayev is in New York this week for the 65th session of the United Nations General Assembly. The minister is scheduled to speak at the Session’s General Debate, UN Summit on the Millennium Development Goals, Ministerial Meeting of Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO), and the High-level Meeting on Disarmament, as well as attend a number of other multilateral events and hold bilateral meetings with other participants on the General Assembly.
The first of such meetings took place on September 19 as Saudabayev met with UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon.
During the meeting both parties considered the topical issues of contemporary international relations, discussed the situation in Central Asia, particularly in Kyrgyzstanand Afghanistan. The UN Secretary General praised the efforts of Kazakhstan as the OSCE Chairman in resolving the situation in Kyrgyzstan and contributing to the post-war economic and humanitarian rehabilitation of Afghanistan.
Briefing the UN chief on preparations for the December OSCE summit in Astana, Saudabayev extended the invitation of President Nursultan Nazarbayev for Ban Ki-moon to participate in this forum as the head of the global international organization.
Referring to the cooperation of Kazakhstan with the world’s main international organization, Ban Ki-moon stressed the importance of first UN-arranged events marking the International Day against Nuclear Tests, which he personally attended. The day, August 29, was in December 2009 declared by the UN General Assembly’s resolution on the initiative of Astana, and notes President Nazarbayev’s decision to shut down the Semipalatinsk nuclear test site back in 1991.
On September 20, the OSCE Chairman-in-Office met Presidents Islam Karimov of Uzbekistan and Roza Otunbayeva of Kyrgyzstan, as well as German Chancellor Angela Merkel.
Karimov, Otunbayeva and Saudabayev discussed regional situation and prospects for international participation in further stabilization of the situation in Kyrgyzstan. The Kazakh Foreign Minister emphasised President Nursultan Nazarbayev attaches great importance to coherent and concerted actions by the regional and wider international community for the early return of Kyrgyzstan to the path of stable development.
The cooperation on bilateral and multilateral tracks was discussed during the meeting of Saudabayev with German Chancellor Angela Merkel.
Highly appreciating the results of Merkel’s recent visit to Astana, the parties advocated timely and full implementation of agreements reached on July 18.
Gratefully accepting personal invitation of President Nazarbayev to participate in the OSCE summit on December 1-2, in Astana, the German Chancellor conveyed good wishes to the Kazakh President.
During his meeting with OIC Secretary General Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Saudabayev briefed him on preparations for Kazakhstan’s presidency in the organization’s Council of Foreign Ministers next year and outlined the main priorities within the 10-year OIC Programme of Action.
In particular, Kazakhstan will make every effort to strengthen economic and trade relations in the Muslim world.  Astana plans in 2011 to host the seventh World Islamic Economic Forum.
Noting the great significance for Kazakhstan, as the OSCE Chairman in 2010 and the OIC Chairman in 2011, of strengthening the inter-civilizational dialogue and ties between the two organizations, Saudabayev stressed the considerable importance of Ihsanoglu’s participation at the Conference of the OSCE High-Level Conference on Tolerance and Nondiscrimination in Astana on June 29-30. 
Saudabayev also conveyed to Ihsanoglu an invitation of President Nazarbayev to the OSCE summit in Astana on December 1-2 and expressed hope for his active participation in this important event.
